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commodities used in the manufacturing of
them, as practical and easy as may be " ;
and he signalised the adoption of this policy
by relieving of duties more than a hundred
export and about forty import articles.
In a similar spirit commercial freedom was
granted to the colonies, a step which enabled
them for the first time to send their products
to other countries besides Great Britain, and
materially advanced the prosperity of the
American and West Indian plantations. For a
time there was a considerable increase of pros-
perity both at home and in the colonies ; but
when Walpole ventured still further upon the
path of free-trading in 1733 by proposing his
famous Excise Bill, he met with such opposition
from those who misunderstood its meaning that
it was evident he was in advance of his time, and
he abandoned it. Later occurrences and com-
plications with foreign nations prevented any
attempt to revive the scheme, which Walpole
declared " would have made London a free
port, and, by consequence, the market of the
world/'

Under the new prosperity the trading ports
and industrial towns of the kingdom expanded
at a surprising rate. Bristol and Glasgow
throve by the tobacco trade, which by this time
had grown to immense proportions. Liverpool
doubled in size between 1726 and 1760, and
employed upwards of three hundred vessels
in the American and Guinea trades, which in-
cluded a large traffic in negro slaves. As time
wore on the tobacco trade, which in 1716 had
employed Liverpool shipping to the extent of